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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
 

CITY OF HILLSBORO – TEMPORARY OUTDOOR PUBLIC ARTWORK 
The City of Hillsboro, Oregon seeks to acquire a temporary public artwork for an existing, 
transitional outdoor space; total budget for this project not to exceed $4,000. 
 
Project Summary: The site is a former fountain that is no longer able to be utilized for its 
original purpose. The City desires to transform the site into a temporary (18 months to 2 
years) public art feature, while waiting for new construction to begin on the site. At the close 
of the temporary period, the City will either end the lease on the artwork and release it to the 
artist or pursue permanent acquisition of the piece. Existing art that is one of a kind, or of a 
limited series, will be considered.  
 
The purpose of this project is to beautify a transitional outdoor space, located at 2nd and 
Washington, in downtown Hillsboro. The artwork(s) selected must be suitable to the climate 
of the Pacific Northwest environment. The work must also be low maintenance, graffiti 
resistant and appropriate to the location of the site.   
 
Site: The site is highly visible with active roadways and a commuter railway nearby. It is also in 
a pedestrian pathway and is visible from the Civic Center and a local theater (see attached 
images). The site is plumbed for water and electricity, drains are also in place for irrigation, 
but the site cannot be returned to its former purpose as a fountain. Currently, the fountain is 
dry with several large boulders situated inside it. The boulders will be repositioned or 
removed as needed. The body of the fountain will be filled with soil and landscaped 
appropriately. Existing water and electric will be used to irrigate landscaping and light 
installed artwork, and may be utilized to support artwork. A five foot square concrete 
pad/base will be constructed to anchor and/or used as a base of selected artwork. 
 
Budget: Not to exceed $4000. All expenses included. Artist must be able to provide a valid Tax 
Identification Number/Social Security Number in order to receive payment. 
 
Eligibility: The project is open to all artists or design teams, age 18 and over, regardless of 
race, color, religion, national origin, gender, age, military status, sexual orientation, marital 
status, or physical or mental disability.   
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TIMELINE*  

Deadline for Submission: February 28, 2010, 5pm (PST) 
All materials must be received by this date.  
Please, no electronic submissions or faxes. 

Anticipated Installation Date: June 2010  

January 2010 Call to Public Artists 
February 28, 2010 Deadline for submission of proposals 

March 2010 HACC selection jury review of proposals 
April 2010 Finalist notifications and follow-up questions 
May 2010 Artist selection and contract enactment 
June 2010 Final site preparation, install and public unveiling 
TBD 2012 Remove artwork from site (pending site repurpose date) 

 
*The Hillsboro Arts & Culture Council reserves the right to change the project timeline. 
 

Process: The process will be overseen by the City of Hillsboro Arts & Culture Council (HACC); a 
government advisory board housed within the Parks and Recreation Department.  The HACC 
and its staff will conduct the search for qualified applicants by means of a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) and will guide the process to completion. 
 
Submitted proposals will be judged on a competitive basis by the HACC selection jury. 
Selected artist(s) must be willing to learn about the community and provide answers to 
follow-up questions generated by the jury. Selected artist(s) must also be willing to sign a 
contract generated by the City of Hillsboro (available upon request). 
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HOW TO APPLY 
 
RFP Submission Requirements 
Artists and/or Design Teams interested in this project must prepare and submit materials and 
images in hardcopy form in a size no larger than 8 ½” x 11”. Please include ten complete 
copies of the submission. Images must be printed, not in digital or slide format. 
Please no electronic submissions or faxes. 
 
All of the following are necessary to be considered for the project: 
Á Cover Page. The first page should include the artist’s and all team members’ names 

and contact information. 
Á Letter of Interest. This letter should be no more than one page and should explain the 
artist’s interest in the project. 

Á Current Resume or CV. If submitting as a team, a current resume for each team 
member should be provided. 

Á Images. Printed images that are representative of work history, with emphasis on 
recent work or of the existing piece(s) being proposed.   

Á Budget. Proposed total budget for the project, not to exceed $4000. 
Á References.  A list of at least three professional references that have an intimate 

knowledge of the artists’ work and working methods.  The list must include complete 
mailing addresses, email addresses and telephone numbers. 

Á Ten complete copies of all required materials. All submissions must be in hardcopy 
format; please no faxes or email submissions. 

Á Optional.  The artist may include up to three selections of support materials such as 
reviews, news articles and other related information. 

Á Optional SASE.  A self-addressed stamped envelope must be included for the return of 
application materials. Applications materials submitted without proper return postage 
cannot be returned. 

 
All submissions must be received by February 28, 2010, 5pm (PST) 
 
Mail submissions to: 
City of Hillsboro Arts and Culture Council 
Public Art Program 
527 E Main St, Hillsboro, 97123 
 
Questions and Concerns to: 
Cristina Caravaca 
Cultural Arts Program Supervisor 
527 E Main St, Hillsboro, 97123 
Email: hacc@ci.hillsboro.or.us, please put Public Art Program in the subject line 
Phone: 503.615.3497 
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